THE  REGENERATION  OF  BRITAIN

would it be to follow public opinion polls slavishly? If every
MP were to allow them to decide his attitude, what would
happen to Parliament and what would elections be all about?
Both Parliament and elections would gradually be replaced by
perpetual market research surveys (and perpetual mass adver-
tisement campaigns) financed by big business.

But this survey will certainly have been worth while if its
lessons are learned. Aims of Industry and its "confidential
subscriber" had better not waste any more money. Tory
Central Office would be well advised to drop antinationalisa-
tion and start boasting about the Channel Tunnel (which is to
be nationalised). The pollsters had better stick to surveys about
the relative merits of detenjents. The public had better be a lot
more cautious about public opinion polls. And politicians of
all parties would be well advised to advocate the policies in
which they believe and leave it to the electors to choose which
one they prefer. As often happens, what is amplest is best.